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Subject: 

Reference: 

Enclosure: 

' UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FORCES, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

e/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California 

Z7 May 1945 

The Commanding O££icer. 
The Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation !fistocy Unit, 
Op.33..J-6). 
The CO$mander, Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 

Unit History - submission of. 

(a) OpNav 1tr. 118433 dated :U. l!aroh 1945. 

(A) History of Carrier Aircraft Service Unit Number ONE. 

l. In compliance with reference (a), Enclosure (A) is 
forwarded herawith. 

~/f~ 
E. G. FRANK 
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1. Date of Origin: 15 January 1942 (Date of Commission). 

2. Ham.es of Commanding OH'icers: 

(a) 15 January 1942 to a'uout. 1 February 1942: Lieutenant. Carl H. B. 
Larrison, U.s. i.,:ava1 Heserve. (Designated '1'e.mporary Cornrronding 
Officer· at the ti11:e of cot.llllissioning). 

(b) FroJh about 1 February 1942 to 13 December 1942: Lieutenant 
J. '.f. F;eady, U.S. i:avy. 

( ¢) From 13 December 19Lf2 to 11 r,;ovelilber 1943: Lieutenant James :;. 
licCauley, U.S. Navy. (Lieutexw.nt ;.~c~i:l.uley r1as prOJJ:oted to 
Lieutenant Corrunander during this pe:r·iod). 

(d) From 11 l·!oventber 1943 to 17 Lay 191+5: Lieuteno.nt COIJ.r.lander 
.iillia.r., F. fu•nold, U.S. r:aval ll:eserve. (Lieutenc.nt. Co,1'-.1~1.a.l1der 
Arnold VIas prouot8d. to Co,.:JUander durinc; this period). Home: Felharn ~!lO:C, J .. J. Y, 

(e) From 17 J.,ay 191+5 to present ti~:e: CoJlili<ander E. G. Frard..:, u.s. l{aval 
~·:ese:t·ve. HOJ:Le: C!.<ica:·;o, Illinois. 

3~ Sit;nificant Changes in Functions:-

Gre.duaJ~y before a:nC:. during the Year 1Wf4, the .tunctJ.ons of Carrier A.ircro.i't 
Service Unit llwnger Ol'ili •·,rel·e 1nociified in that it prosrossivel.Y became 
primarily en.:ageJ. in the cor,!fllJ.ssioning, maintenance and repair of aircra.i:'t, 
and less engaged in ucti:r..r; as a Be.se for Group and SquaJ.ron operat..J.ons, 
exercise and t.rainint;. Further details of this signii'icant chanr,_:e c2.n be 
iound tmder the heaciinr; u:Jarrative 11 • 

4. Physical 1.~ove.ruent: 

Carrier llircraft Service Unit Nwuber CNlt: ·was COJMJ.is.sioned and "'till remains 
o.t the Naval Air Station, Pearl Harbor, T.II., located on Ford Island, 'l'.il. 

5. Groups and Squadrons v1hich have stc..c;eci on Carrier· Aircrait Service Unit 
:·Jumber Ol::E, according to the best records available, are included in the 
J~.~,pe:adix at.'c..ached hereto. (As Item No. 1). 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARR!ER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

II 

NARRATIVE 

The originaJ. purpose for the organization of CASU ONE (and the three other 
CASUs formed concurrently at the time) appears to have been to increase the 
mobility of carrier air groups, It was believed that CASU would do awey with the 
necessity far transporting material and personnel for the servicing of carrier 
aircraft, and thereby increase air group mobility. This purpose is best illus
trated by CinCPac•s Dispatch to the Chief of Naval Operations of 10 January 1942, 
attached hereto as Item No. 2 in the appendix, Although the Chief of Naval 
Operations agreed in principle as evidenced by his dispatch of' 14 January 1942, 
contained in the appendix as Item No. 3, the overall fleet personnel situation 
required a reduction in the complement as proposed. In answer to the Chief of 
Naval Operation• a request for reduction in complement, Commander, Aircraft 
Battle Force, Pacific (ComBatFor), the predecessor of Commander, Air Force, 
Pacific Fleet, by letter ot 21 January 194.2, recommended a complement of 381 
enlisted personnel, 3 warrants, and 13 officers headed by ons (1) Lieutenant 
Commander and 3 Lieuten-s. He further stated that it was planned to put on.l,y 
CASU ONE at Ford Island in i'ull commission at the time, and that the other three 
CASU Units (located at Ewa, Kaneohe, Puunene) would be started with a reduced 
complement. On ths2lst of Februs.r:v, 1942, the Chief of the Bureau of Naval Per
sonnel authorized the revised complement as suggested by ComBatForce. At the 
present time, CASU has an authorized complement of 48 officers ani ll.S5 men. 

Although originally under the direct command of Commander, Aircraft Battle 
Force, Pacific, at the present time CASU ONE is under the command of Commander, 
Air Force, Pacific Fleet, and has no lower co.nunand under its congnizance. The 
mission of CASU ONE is, and always has been: 

(l) To render all possible services to fleet air groups, squadrons, and 
Units temporarily gased on or passipg through Naval Air Station, 
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii. 

(2) To place in combat commission carrier aircraft for replacement to the 
Pacific Fleet, or to Units in the Hawaiian Area. 

But in addition, CASU ONE is required: 

(l) to administer- Air Force, Pacif"ic Fleet Flag Personnel and perBOnnel 
of other Flag Units ashore on Ford Island. 

(2) to administer Air Force, Pacific Fleet personnel (FFT), awaiting .further 
transfer or assignment. 

(3) to provide utility planes forrequired flights of ship's afficers and 
officers of the Units of Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

(4) To provide special flights as required within the Hawaiian Area. 

During the· first two years of its existence, the facilities and services of 
CASU ONE were equal.ly devoted to its two main functions - namely the commissioning 
of aircraft and servicing of carrier squadrons based with the Unit, but during 
the Year 1944, the :importance of the latter function became progressively leas 
and gradual.ly CASU ONE became primarily engaged in the commissioning of aircraft 
to be assigned to fleet unitS. This change was brought about mainly by the in
creased tempo of the war, which required more and more airplanes for replacement 
purposes and the increasing number of commissioned air units further added to 
this demand. As a result, the now Of replacement aJrcraft from the West Coast 
of tbe United States became greater and since these aircraft were in a preserved 
status, the need for facilities for their depreservation and for placing them 
in a combat flyable condition became acute. 

CASU ONE was the logical Unit !or the purpose, mainly due to tho !act that 
Pearl Harbor was the principal port of entry and for all practical purposes, 
provided the only place where ships could unload these airplanes. In addition, 
working and parking space on Ford Island became more and more critical as al.l 
activities Stationed thereon grew and expanded. As a result of these things, 
it was onlf natural that facilities other than those on Ford Island be used for 
Squadron operations, exercises and training. Thus, during 1944, and at the 
present, CASU ONE differs from the usual CAStJ in this respect. 

Within the last few weeks, an important change in engineering procedure 
has been accomplished. Heretofore, much of the work of depreservation, Bureau 
Changes and Modifications on any airplane was entirely performed by a single 
crew of men. This procedure has been changed by splitting the work into separate 
operations with a crew perfor.ming each such separate operation. Although at the 
present, this change has not as yet been fully accomplished, it is believed 
that an increase of volume at production will accrue without sacrificing quality. 
It is also felt training inexperienced hands will be simplified since instruction 
and experience need not necessarily extend beyond the particular operation 
concerned. 

Since the commissioning of CASU ONE, the Unit bas received three commendations 
which are hereinafter set forth: 

(l) 8 June 1942: Comended by Commandor-in-Ghie!, United States Pacific 
Fleet for outstanding assembly and repair, ordnance and radio work 
on aircraft for duty on board combatant units of the fleet, during 
tho period !.ley l8, 1942 to May 29, 1942, Reference: CinCPac ltr, 
Pl5(2)/05, Serial 2519 o! June 8, 1942"• 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUJ.!BER ONE 

(2) 16 l!arch 191,3: Commended by the C<l!lllllalllier, Air Force, Pacific 
Fleet for the handling of an unusual vol~ of work imposed 
by the arrival or departure of six combatant squadrons between 
the J>eriod l!arch 4, 1943 and March 13, 1943. ComAirPac 1tr. 
P15/FF12-5/12 wt Serial 1025 of l!arch 16, 1943." 

(3) 21 January 1944: Commended this date b:r Commander, Air Force, 
Pacific Fleet, for h!md.ling the unusual demands made upon CASU 
No. ONE by the intensive training program carried out by air 
groups and squadrons of the Paci..f'ic Fleet in a noteworthy manner 
during the period 1 December 1943 to 15 January 1944. The 
men for long period have worked the extra hours necessitated 
'With no thought of personal comfort or convenience, and in spite 
of the volume, the vrork has been unifor.m.ly excellent. ComAirPac 
1tr. P15/FF12-5/ll-ok Serial 646 dated 21 January 1944, 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC. FLEET 

AIR FORCES, PACIFIC FLEET 
CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 

NUMBER ONE 
Serial c/o Fleet Post Office, 

San Francisco, California 

:U'PENDIX 

1. 

iJR GHOUPS _:.C,.l'W s~,UAD20l·:S STAGING CR 
BASED ON C.:i.H.t'Ulili ATI-Wl1AFT SZRVICE UHIT ifl 

From About 'l'o lJ.bout 

'l'ime of arrival and departure not 1mmm 
but aboard on 2 Febru~.ry 1942. 

Time of arrival and departure not knonn 
but aboard on 26 JW1e 1942. 

'i':iJ:J.e of arrival and departure not knmm 
but aboard on 4 August 1942. 

Time of e.rri val and departure not kno·wn 
'out aboard on 6 October 1942. 

Time of arrival end departure not known 
but aboard on 12 October 1942~ 

1 November 1942 9 November 1942 

21 December 1942 28 December 1942 

12 January 1943 15 February 191+3 

8 l:crch 1943 2 Lay 1%3 

7 Jtme 1943 28 June 1943 

4 October 1943 11 October 1943 

11 October 1943 1 November 1943 

13 tlecember 1943 5 January 1944 

Time of arrival and departure not know·n 
but aboard 27 January 1944. 

13 l.Ie.rch 1944 8 l:ay 1944 

Ji..ir Group or Sguadron 

USS 3ET.EJ.1P[t!SE ,"Q_r Group 
(Group Designation llot Enmm). 

VF-72 (USS HC{I.NBT) 

V1'-6 (To report to U3S HOmET) 

VF-10 and VT-10 

:a.r Group 10. 

Air Group 11. 

VGS-14. 

ilir Group 11 (Cowprisine VB-11 3.nd 
VS-11). 
VT-832 (British-HHS VICWRIUS) 

VT andVB-12. 

IJC-'?...4 and VF-17 

.lir Group 6 

<".ir Group 9 

Air Group 31 

vc-66 
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.<U-FSNDIX 1 (Continued) 

From About 'ro about 

Tilae of a.rri val and departure not known 
but aboard on 15 Way 1944. 

12 June 1944 3 July 1944 

Tille of arrival and departure not known 
but aboard on 17 July 1944. 

24 July 1944 

2S ;~ugust 1944 

28 August 1944 

31 July 1944 

18 September 1944 

18 September 1944 

TjJne of arrival and departure not knovm 
but aboard on 2$ August 1944. 

28 August 1944 

4 September 1944 

18 September 1944 

20 Hovember 1944 

11 September 194A 

18 September 1944 

25 September 1944 

4 December 1944 

Time of arrival and departure not known 
but aboar d on 20 Rovember 19h4. 

27 Uovernber 1944 11 December 1944 

Time of arrival and departure not knovm 
but aboard on 27 November 1944. 

Time of arrival and departure not lmOim 
but aboard on 4 Dece~ber 1944. 

19 ?ebruary 1945 5 Li:arch 1945 

Air Groun or Squadron 

VC-3 

vc-7; vc-66 

CVLG-25 (ll1'raitine return to . .rest Coast) 

Air Group 50 (Comprising VF-50 and VT-
50). 

VC-80 (USS li,iNILic BAY). 

VC-t51 (USS ~TAT01IA BAY). 

(Anait.ing Lre.nsportation :iEST); VF-29 
and V'I'-29. 

VF-44 and VT-44 (Awaitinc Trens:porta
tion '.TEST). 
VC-68. 

Air Group 7 

VC-65 (Av:raiting Transportat..ion to 
-:iest Coast) • 
VC-10 (A:·;aiting Transportation to 
'.Jest Coast). 
CVlG-27 (.~waitine transportation 
to ~:est Coast). 
CVG-6 

CVLG-46. 

CVLG-48 and CVEG-33. 

VG-93 

VC-42 (USS COI'i.H.EGIIXJ3). 



UNITED STATES !'ACIFIP FLEET 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUJJBERONE 

APPENDJX 1 (Continued} 
-------------------------------------------
From About To about 

Time of arrival and departure not known 
but aboard on 26 March 1945, 

Time of arrival and departure not known 
but aboard on 9 April 1945, 

7 !.lay 1945 14 May 1945 

10 !.lay 1945 14 May 1945 

Air Group or Squadron 

CVG-80 (Awaiting Transfer to West 
Coast), 

CVG-5. 

CVG-16 less VT-16 (Awaiting further 
transfer). 

VC-72 
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UNITED STATES PACIFiC FLEET 
AIR FORCES, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

cjo Fleet Post Office,· 
San Francisco, California 

APFZHDIX 

No.2 

ESSEN'riAL 'l'HIS fl.EZA i"CR AIRC:it..!;F'l' C!:.P.UUH GROUPS I'(! SHIF id.PIDLY ii.T 1J11ILlU1~ 
NOTICE FRO:·.~ CAil.RDR 'l'C SHORE AND VICE '1]'.:;RSh. ··:iiTHOUT l'TSCESSITY 'l'R.:.lHSPOE.'i'AT!Ol.J 
:liA'rER!.U. i-;.ND PEHSONI:llil OT!£]1 THArl PLANES J-\HD l"LIGHT Cn.KdS X TO P.CCOI.IPLISH 
THIS AND TO B.ANDLE ST"...:RVICIHG D!SFEHSION .-'J'ID HE.iUUJING ON SHORE SlliJ.J.. C.iill.RJER 
AlliCTtti.FT SERVICE UNITS OF AmBATFOR PZRSOHJ:jTI, HAVE BEE~I EST."'BLISHED U~JDER 
COLii.IRBATFOR i~T NAS FE;\ .... lll. NAS 1~.-\.NEOHE L~i..UI AIRPORT AHD E·.rA FI"t~TDS X i'HESE 
ill'JITS LUST BE ORGANIZeD PEPJ:::A.l\3N'ILY J.J!D E:.:::PAIVDED FOR E:F'FE."CTIVE CP:C:R!~TIONS X 
RE:COl-/l.El'.:D E:\CH UNIT BE GIVEH BUHAV AllO.:·}J:~GES AS l<""'OLLO.":'S X l·:.W.-ili AV!;lTORS 
ON E LISUT CCL:DR COLJ.;.:,.::DING iLND 'I'.'TO LBUTS :X. LIEUT i.ED!CiU.. 80RPS X EimiGN 
SUPPLY C.:ORPS FCR DISBURSJJ.lG X EIGH'£ I~ESIGHS E-V( G) :c CHl:Sl~ F /U CLSH.K X 
~:.TARRANT Gill~HER. i1.ND R!WIO ELE:CT?..ICIAN Z ~NLIST'.SD P.i,!;.c~SCC-:tTEL .~LLO.f:i.NCES 

E:J,UIVAlEN'£ 'l'C SEVF.JTT'I l"'VE E·~RCENT CF ST~\NDARD YOPcKTU.H{ GitOUP :L:~CEP'r Oi'IE 
EUHD::-BD P::C.:RCEHT S'l'Oll.EIG!:L:PE?..S A.l-JD AV!ATIOH CRDrT.flJ·lCEI.iEN "·-.:~D illS5 PEl.~Oi'Jl-IEL 
NOPJ.[.illY CA.PJUED AS FLIGHT CRE:~'S X C01L<i!l-$,,~TfOR TO SUBJ~IT DETrillS OF 
1--'ERSONI·l:l!;L NOPJ,:.4LLY CiJ:l.'llliD AS FLIGHT CRE:;s X CO~;.iJ:RSli.TFOR TO SUBI.::IT DE'l'AllS 
OF PERSOJ:li~::L ALLO.L.:U~CES ON Il.PF~OV.U. 'l'HIS HECCLDiJ'IDATION X HE':~UE.S'l' i~UTHOlli'l'Y 
Cm.J;J:SS!ON UT:-JITS AS li'OLLU;.fS X C~\R.r:rrEl1 ).lRCR.AFT SEH.VIC:S UNIT NlJlJ3Ell. mrE :l.T 
NAS FE}U1L X H'l.lliJ3l!:R T;.ro AT E.:A FIZLD X li!l.H.illER THPS'S AT !'1AS KANEOHE X NU1"l3ER 
?CUH AT LAUI AIF.PCRT X. THESE UNITS TC BE O~!G.:UUZED AS LCBILE UNITS SUBJEC'f 
TO LOVElJEN'l' TO O'l'H&.R. OPER.:',.'l'ING AM!...S AS llli.}U!RED X UPON lBCEIPT AUTHORITY 
FIH.ST ;:<.:FFORT :~ILL BE :UIRECI'ED 'ro-:.'AJ.W fLACIHG IJ1>ii'l' NUI-..B2!:R GNE n-: FUlL 
COLEISSION ill£J...lAIHDE.'fl li'I 'f.';i;]:>i'l'Y PERCEI:lT CO:i.:i·.:ISSIOI-~ X AS SITUATION DZ.~.lliDS 
AND PERSONNEL BEC:Oi.:E .WAIL . .:.BLE PHOFOSE '10 PLf~CE P~ .-:cll-:DER Sl•CG'SSSIV"'".!.!LY TI~ 
FUll COI.l~ISSION X ACTICN OPi'JAV ~C FLE.!tSE D::LIVER TO BUN.:~.v BU.'J!:.'t COl.:IHCH i"OR 
!Hl<"'C ~~ SNlT BY LAll 'i'O C(;!,i FC.•URTEillO,: .~.;:m 80!.-Hlffi,:~TFOR ~.;,:.{ 

FROI:I: 
TO: 
IHFO: 

CINCPAC 
OPNAV 
COJ.:IHCH8V!A OFi:\;:.v - COLf..:i..IRB.i~TFCR-H.UL:-H.AJ:~-BU)Jill-BUlUV-COEl4-CCD-l 
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UNITED STATES PACIFiC FLEET 
AIR FORCES, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California 

:U~PENDLC 

!Jo. 3 

FOlE:ATIOH CAFBIER SERVICE ulliTS AS FdOPOSEiJ YOUR 100217 .APPITOVE:D IE FRD·ICJPLE 
BUT IT .;"II.J.. NOT BE PlUC'l'ICABl£ FOR YOU 'EO J3ETAIN !~XPEIITEl1CED H:;RSCUNEL lli 
ImlJBERS Hill!CATED BEC;,USE OF C'l'lER l!IEEDS INCLUDING 'l'HOSii: OF "ftEPLACEEENT CAKB.RR 
GROUPS COHil!CH 122150 X DETAllED RECO:.;JJG1.JDA'l'IONS AS 'l'O FERSONNt:l.. .ULO'.'I}.1JCES 
Of LOBJLE CARRIER SERVICE UNI'.!.'S SHOULD BE FOR1lULA'f".GD .:J:TH DUE REG&r.>.D TO ABOVE 
AND EK;UI:R.ll.N.!TS OF P:~CGF-~J.,: NO.: Ulm:GR:.'\Y '.i.'O F!'/.01/lDE i~.:m.cn.AFT .-UJD P3RSOENE:L 
~'OR FIF'l'".t!:EE C.-'l.RRL~R COINERSIONS. 

DOHISS/DOLOF/024 

1/15/1,2 
FROK: OFtiAV 
ACTIOH: CINCPAC (READDRESSED TO COL;AIRB:cTFOR) 
I:~FO: C01::CAP,l)IV CHE (JCADDHESSED FOH IN FC). 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

" . 

li JUN 1945 
FIRST ENDORSEJ.lENT to 1 
CASU O!lE Ltr. Ser. 187 
dated 27 May 1945. 

From: 
To : 

Subject: 

Copy to: 
CASU ONE 

Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 
The Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation History Unit, 
Op. 33-J-6). 

Unit Blstory- submission of. 

Fon1arded. 

~f.l{,;_._j }{.). /t. 3 

--of.- Gk .. hl.,(/'C....~J 
(. /t(;/ '<\ 

.~ h1 .{)..b 
-. ~. v)~A, 
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From: 
To: 

·via: 

Subject: 

Reference: 

Enclosure: 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC. FLEET 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 
NUMBER ONE 

c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, California 

20 October 1945 

The Commanding Officer. 
The Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation History Unit·, 
Op.33-.J-6). 
The Commander, Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 

Unit History- submission of. 

(a) CNO Ltr. OP-03-6B-HMD, Serial 329703 of 
11 September 1945. 

(b) CASU Ci\'E 1tr. Al-10-jwh, Serial 1S7 of 27 Mey 1945. 

(A) AddendUlll to ·war History of Carrier Aircraft Service 
Unit No. ONE. 

1. In compliance with reference (a), Enclosure (A) is for-
warded herewith. 



CASUwl File. 
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 
CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 

NUMBER ONE 
Serial c/o Fleet Post Office, 

San Francisco, California 

20 October 1945 

Subject: War History-carrier Aircraft Service Unit Number One, 
Addendum to, Interim 27 May 1945 to 2. September 1945. 

Reference: (e) CASU One 1tr, A1-10-jiTh, Serial 187 of 27 May 1945, 

I 

C!!RONOLOOY 

1. Date of Origin: 15 January 1942 (Date of Commissioning) 

2. Names of Co~~ing Officers since submission of reference (a): 

(a) From 17 !.ley 1945 to 7 September 1945: 
Commander E. G. FraJL~, u.s. Naval Reserve. Home: Chicago, Illinois 

(b) From 7 September 1945 to present time: 
Conunander L. D. Ruch, u.s. Naval Reserve. Home: Fowler, Kansas. 

3. Significant Chanees in Functions: 

Since submission of reference (a), Carrier Aircre£t Service Unit Number One 
was primarily eneaged in the commissioning of new aircraft and maintaining 
a pool of combat-ready aircraft for assienment to air groups and squadrons 
by Commander, Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 

4. Physical Movement: 

Carrier Aircraft Service Unit Number One was commissioned and still remains 
at the Naval Air Station, Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii located on 
Ford Island, T.H. 

5. Additional Air Groups and Squadrons which have staged on carrier Aircraft 
Service Unit Number One during the interim of this addendum are included in 
the Appendix attached hereto as Item (1). 

ENCLOSURE (A) 
P13€e No. 1 



II 

Since the submission of reference (a), C~·ier Aircraft Service Unit 
Number One has been primarily engaged in the commissioning of all tyPes of 
carrier-based aircraft and the maintaining of a pool of combat ready air
craft for the assignment to ai.r groups and squadrons by Commander, Air Force, 
Pacific Fleet. 

As another service to the· U.S. Pacific Fleet, Carrier Aircraft Service 
Unit Number One supplied highly trained aviation mechanics and specialists 
to serve aboard combatant ships and replacement carriers for temporary duty 
during operations against the enemy. These eroups were later termed MA!'.'l1JI s, 
Mobile Aircraft l'.llaintemmce Units, and their duties aboard were to keep the 
circraf't aboard the carriers in a combat ready status while intransi t to the 
fleet. The initial load of planes were already in a combat ready condition; 
but when they had been delivered, additional planes were received in a pre
served condition from advanced base aircraft pools and were commissioned for 
combat enroute to the area in v1hich the fleet was then operating. The 
follO'I'l'ing MA11lJI s were sent by Carrier Aircraft Service Unit Number One in 
support of operations against the enetey: 

From To Ship Aboard 

2 February 191,4 27 February 191,4 1lSS GAl,lBIER BAY 

19 August 191,4 16 November 191,4 USS STEAMER BAY 

22 October 191,4 23 llovemmar 191,4 USS LONG ISLllNIHl3S COPAHEE 

27 January 1945 2 July 1945 USSATTU 

27 January 1945 3 August 1945 USS ADMIRALTY ISLANIS 

Prior to 27 May 1945, the commissioning procedure, consisting of depreserva
tion and incorporating of essential bureau changes and modifications, was 
accomplished Qy a single creu of men following a plane until flight-tested 
satisfactori~. This method required the men to be highly skilled and versatile. 
Since the submission of reference (a), the commissioning procedure was stream
lined and divided into distinct operations on an assemb~ line basis. The 
following indicate the improvements over the former methods: 

(a) The preservative compound, "Paralkatone", on the engine, wheels, 
wheel wells, and wing roots was formerly removed by air spray guns 
and ltvarsol11 cleaning solvent. In order to increase the production 
and also eliminate the mess in the hangars, an outdoor steam cleaning 
unit was constructed capable of accomodating ten (10) aircraft 
simultaneously. Two oil-burning boilers (125 psi) and two 11 Turco11 

ENCLOSURE (A) 
Page 2 



Hydro-steam-cleaning Units were utilized. A mixture of' "Turco 
nfusline11 and 1¥arsol" cleaning solvent or keorosene was used as the 
cleaning agent in conjunction with the steam. The guns and wheels 
were also cleaned at the wash rack by having spares and rotating the 
guns and wheels. The outdoor cleaning unit, manned by inexperienced 
seamen, saved an average of 50 man hours per plane over former methods. 

(b) From the wash rack the planes "Were routed to the ordnance hangar for 
installation of guns, gun cameras, checking out bomb bays, and bore
sighting. 

(c) The next step was the engineering work consisting of preparing the power 
plant for ground checlcing, installating the brakes, incorporating of 
all essential changes and modifications as directed by Commander, Air 
Force, Pacific Fleet, and checking the component systems of the aircraft 
such as: hydraulics, electrical, radio and radar, instruments, propeller 
and governor. 

(d) The aircraft was then talcen outside of' the hangar for checking the 
operation of the landing gear and tail hook, flushing the carburetor, 
and gasing for ground checking. Accomplishing this work outside 
prevented congestion in the hangar and afforded maximum utilization 
of critical equipm9nt such as wing jacks, lubricators, and vacuum 
cleaners. 

(e) The ground checking of the aircraft and handling of the discrepancies 
found in flight testing was accomplished Qy specialists in trouble 
shooting. 

The above procedure doubled the aircraft production of Carrier Aircraft Service Unit 
Number One. The increase in the volume of production of aircraft was accomplished 
without sacrificing quality and enabled the unit to function with less experienced 
men, 
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From About 

10 June 1945 

10 June 1945 

14 June 1945 

19 June 1945 

19 June 1945 

19 June L945 

19 June 1945 

24 June 1945 

27 June 1945 

30 June 1945 

3 July 1945 

6 July 1945 

5 July 1945 

14 July 1945 

14 July 1945 

19 July 1945 

24 July.,1945 

30 July 1945 

APPENDIX (1) 
AIR GROUPS MiD SQUADROlJS STAGING OR 

BAS3D ON CARRIER AlRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT #L 
To About Air GrouR or Squadron 

12 June 1945 

14 June 1945 

19 June 1945 

20 June 1945 

20 June 1945 

20 June 1945 

20 June 1945 

24 June 1945 

27 June 1945 

3 July 1945 

4 July 1945 

7 July 1945 

6 July 1945 

15 July 1945 

18 July 1945 

19 July 1945 

25 July 1945 

30 July 1945 
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CVlll-50 ( USS Cowpens) 

VC-72 (USS Kasaan Bay) 

CVG-2 (VT-2, USS Kitkun Bay) 
(V F-2, USS Hollandia) 
(VB-2, USS Kasaan Bay) 
(VBF-2, USS Kalinin Bay) 

CVG-95, USS :liasp to Hilo 

CVG-89, USS Antietam to 
Kahului, Maui 

VC-3, USS Antietam to 
Punnene, :W.aui 

CVEG-26, USS Antietam 
to Hilo, Hawaii 

VC-7, USS Nassau 

VC-65 , USS Prince "liilliam 
shipment to forv1ard area 

CVG-92, USS Breton 

VC-66, USS Breton to Hilo 

CVEG-35, Uss Core To Kaneohe 

CVG-14, USS Intrepid to 
Kahului, Maui 

CVLG-21, USS Selinur to 
USS Bogue 

CVLG-32, USS Selinur to 
USS Cabot 

CVLG-51, USS Monitor to 
Kahului, Maui 

VC-4, USS Saginaw Bay to 
Hilo, Hawaii 

CVEG-24 (USS Natoma Bay to 
USS Shipley Bay) 



From About 

2 August 1945 

6 August 1945 

9 August 1945 

9 August 1945 

12 August 1945 

15 August 1945 

18 August 1945 

27 August 1945 

26 August 1945 

29 >.ugust 1945 

29 August 1945 

1 September 1945 

To About 

3 llugust 1945 

8 August 1945 

10 August 1945 

9 August 1945 

13 August 1945 

13 August 1945 

23 August 1945 

27 August 1945 

27 August 1945 

29 August 1945 

30 August 1945 

2 Septen~er 1945 

... 

Air Group or Squadron 

vc-66, uss Altamaha 

CVG-8, USS Rpctyerd Bay, USS Rrnes 

CVG-19, USS Lange1ey to Kahului, 

Mau:i 

CVG-89, aboard ship destination 
unknown 

V6-5, From USS Prince William to 
Punnene, Ma.ui 

VC-20, USS Nassau to Punnene, Maui 

VC-4, Punneve, Na.ui to ship. 

CVG(N)-52, USS Coos Bay to Barber 1 s ?oint. 

VC-65, USS Coos Bay to USS Matanikau 

CVLrr-51, USS Langley 

CVLG;-28, USS Shrunrool;£: Bay 

VC-5, USS Saginaw Bay 
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Serial 

FF12-5/A7/ 
(JTV-051-:ph) 

222[,') 
~ :f:;.,.! 

From: 
To : 

Subject: 

1. 

Copy to: 

' ' 

.~f~Wk " .\J.~,. 
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLE.!df 
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to 
co, CASU-I ltr. Al6-l 
10-jls serial 451 
dated 20 October 1945. 

Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet. 
The Chief of Naval Operations \Aviation 

History Unit, Op-33-J-6). 

Unit History - submission or. 

Forwarded. 

By directio-n 

/ 

··"··-' . 

CO, CASU-1. 




